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CONJI E_NI.S

2JATEMENI_QES

Hone Edward M. Kennedys A United States
Senator from thne State of Massachusetts

Hone Alfonse M. D'Amatos A United States
Senator from tne State of New York

Dre Robert Cook-Deegan, National Advisory
Committee of Paysicians for Human Rights
| Hone. William Jordeny Former U.S. Ambassador
to Panamas Mc Leans Virginia

Colonel Charles B. Stone (Retired)s Former
Head of Milltary Assistance Advisory Group to

Panama
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S. 1614

JeSe POLICY WwITH RESPECT TO PANAMA
Thursdays October 22y 1987

United States Senate

Subcommittee on Western
Hemisphere and Peace Corps
Affairs

Committee on Foreign Relations

Washingtons D.C.

-The subcomanittee mef at 2833 pems in Room SD-419y Dirksen
Senate Office Buildlng, Hone Christopher Dodd (chairman of
the subcommittee) presiding.

Presenti Senators Dodo’(presldlng), Cranstons and Helms.

Senator Dodd: The Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere and
Peace Corps Affairs of the Foreign Relations Commlittee will
cﬁme to order.

For the record, I want to state in preparatlion for these
hearingss the subcommittee extended an invitation to both the
State Department and the Defense Department to testify on the
legislation before us todaye. 1 regret that for their own
iﬁternal bureaucratic reasonss they have decided not to avail
themselves of the opportunitye.

With thates I have a short statement I would like to makey
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and then I understand Senator D'Amato is on his way over
here. NWe wlill hear from Senator Kennedy and Senator D'Amato
and other members before we hear from our additional
witnessese

Today the Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere will
hear testimony conﬁerning recent events in Panama and the.
appropriate UesSe policy response to those events, |

Four months agos charges by a former membef of the
Panamanian Defense Forces against General Noriega and certain
other Panamanian authorities sparked massive demonstrations
and demands for General Norlega to step aside pending an
independent investigation lntb those allegations. Despite
efforts by Panamanian authorities to stifle dissents
demonstrations and general strikes havé continueds as
evidenced by the march and general strike planned for todaye.

were any of these charges new? Not really. Many of
these allegations had long been rumored in Panama and
abroad. Howevars it is clear that the announcement by Diaz
Herreras the former Chief of Staff of ;he Panamanian Defense

Forcesy came at a moment in time when Panamanian businessmen
and politicianss students and housewives had become fed up
with the pervaslive official corruptions fed up with the
military establ Ishment which has forgotten what its primary
mission iss nanelys the national defense of the nation, ana

not intimidation of its citizenryy, and fed up with a regime
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which talks about democracy while undermining freedom.

It seems clear to those of us who have watched events
unfolding over the past several months that the Panamanian
peopte have said loudly and clearlys enoush is enoughe They

are not going to buy attempts by General Noriega to wrap

'himself in the Panamanian flag to deflect legitimate

criticism against hime They do not believes as he has
asserteds that forelgn intervention by the United States is
responsible for the current unrest in Panamas or that this is

all a plot by the United States to take back the Panama

Canale. The Panamanian people know that the United States is

not the problem, They know that we stand fully prepared’to
carry out our obligations under the terms of the 1977 Panama
Canal Treatlesy and that we expect the>Panaménian government
to do likewlise.

The United States Senate has expressed its cbncerns on
two separate occasions with respect to recent developments
in The House has taken similar action. The United States
must demonstrate firmly and publicly that we will not stand
idly by while Panama's trénsition to democraéy is derailed.
General Noriega cannot continue to expect the United States
to provide economic and military assistance tc a government
which is not representing the interests or desires of its
people.

Today we have pending in this committee legislation
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introduced by Senators D'Amatos Kennedy ana others to
terminate assistance to Panama unless concrete steps are
taken by the Panamanian authorities to restore Panama to the
democratic roéd. Time Is running out for the Panamanian
authoritiess They know what szt pe done to reverse the
certailnty of congressional action. More importantlys they
know what must be done to preserve the possibility and
promisevof democracy in Panama. I onily hope that these
indlviduals have the courage to do what must be done. If
nots the real losers are the Panémanian’people.

Our lead=-off uitneﬁses this afternoon are Senators
Kennedy and D'Amatos both of whom have'fé!loued recent événts
in Panama clos2ly over the past several months and have
sponsored leglslation.uhich is the subject of today®s hearinggd

I welcome both of you to the héaring. and I will first
turn to my colleagues herey Senator Helms and Senator
Cranstons for any opening statements they may haves and then,
Senator Kennedys we will go right to you.

Senator Helms: Mre. Chairman, Senator Kennedy was here
for the morning sessions and I am almost obliged to say we
have got to stop meeting like this.

It is atways a pleasure to see yous

Senator Kennedy: 1 think we are going to have more
agreement this afternoon than we had this morninge.

Senator Helmss Exactlye.
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Mr. Chalrmans I am alad that we are finally getting

‘around to holding a hearing on the legislation offered by

several of us. Senator D'Amatoc and I are the principal
co-sponsors of one bills and then we are co-sponsors of the
othery and we are all in the mixsy so to speake.

Qur bitty the D'Amato—-Helims billsy was introduced fast
Augusts and the crisis in Panama has grown increasingly worse
sinces Nows our bill woulJ cut off all military and economic
aid to Panama untll the President certifies various
cbnditions regarding democracy and human rights in Panama.

Since June of this years Mr. Chairmans the people of»
Panama have been in the streets almost dailys as you have
mentionedy demanding democracy and the resignation of General
Noriegas the de facto dictator of that country. Even today,
as we hold this hearing at'thls'moment, the people of Panama
have taken to the streets again in what was to have been the
targest rally ever against the dictatorship of Noriega.
Howevery as in the pasts this rally was declared illegal by
the Panamanlian governments and the people are risking their
lives by aitendlngy let alone participating In it.

The governaent of Panama has become more fepresslve than
ever. Fven American citizens have now become targetse. In
the last month an American CNN Jjournalist was expelled from
Panama for reporting on opposition rallliesy and last week a

retired UesSe colonel was expelied from the country because he
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was known to have pbeen critical of Noriega.

And last weeky ten American military personnel in Panama
were arrested. They were beaten and held incommunijcado
overﬁight. And prior to thats the ecbnomic counselor at the
UeSe Embassy was detalned and held incommunicado for eight
hourse

Just two nights agos the targest department store in
Panama City was burned to thé ground. The employees believe
that they were being punished for having announced that they
would participate in the opposition rally togay.

Two days ajoy in anticipation of the opposition raity
todayo'the government of Panama arrested approximately 100
people who were known to be participating in the activities
of the opposition in one form or anothér, to one degree br
anothér‘ |

Sos Mr. Chairmans the government of Panama has thus far

taken no positive steps which would make them eligible to

recelve American aid tfurnished by the U.S. taxpayers.. For

yearss some of us have been warning about the serious

problems in Panama involving human rights and international
drug trafticking and money laundering and so forth and so on.
Around this hemispheres Mr. Noriega is seeﬁ as a threat
to the stabllity of the entire region. 0One month ago the
Inter-Amer ican Human Rights Commission of the Organization of

American States publicly condemned the government ot Panama
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for being responsiblie for the brutal murder of Dr. Hugo
Spadaforae. But that government will not even appoint a
commission to investigate that murder.

So It is opviousy at least to this Senator, that the
American taxpayers should not under any circumstances be
financing a government which we know Is Iinvolved In the kind
of activities I have Just mentioned. I believe it is unwise
to wait any longer to pass the D'Amato-Helms bill or any one
of the other pieces of législation which are related. These‘
pieces of legislation have wides bipartisan supporty, and I
t;ust'that the Senators will work together to bring this to
the floor as qulickly as may be possible.

Thank yous Mre. Chairmane

Senator Dodd: Thank yous Senator Helms. .

Senator Cranston?

Senator Cranstons Thank yous Mre. Chairmane.

Senator Dodd’ as chairman of the Western Hemisphere
Subcommittee of the Foreign Relations Committees and our

first two witnessess Senator Kennedy and Senator D'Amatoy

_have provided strong and very effective leadership in

pressing for passage of Panama-related legisliation. I
believe personally that it is urgent for the Senate to act
now In sudport of efforts to speed the departure of the
bandit regime being headed by Colonel Noriega. It is in the

UeSe National security interesty and it is our moral and
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humanitarian osoligation to use our limited infliuence to

hasten the restoration of democracy in Panama where today a

truty vile, sipister band has nlJacked‘the instruments of
democratic governmente.

The continued stalemate in Panama is accelerating
radicalization tendencies. Witness the killing of a

demonstrator last months the shooting of Ambassador 6Gabriel

Lewis's sons and the repeated threats and intimidation

against professional U.S. diplomats and American soldiers by

~Noriega's thugs;-

I joined with Senators Kennedys D'Amato and Helms to
introduce two Panama bilis last August. One formaillzes the
suspension of JeS. aid and establishes clear human rights
democracy conditions for Its resumption. The othef suspends
imports of sugar under Panama's quota until thé'some human
rights democracy conditions are mete.

The purpose heres todays is to zero in on the Noriega
crowds which has a virtual monopoly on exports from the cane
ptantationss and that‘is.ﬁhe purpose of this ltegisiatione.
Under the Dodd amendments which I Qholeheartedly supportedy
these measures may take effect 45 days after enactment of the
Department of Defense bill unless changes take place in
Panama. But I would like to see ihese sanctions take force
immediatelys and I think we should take steps to that end.

For reasons wholly unrelated to Panamas we do not know
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when or it the Defense bill will be come lawe Clearly it
will not for some time. We need to act on Panama now.

Let me say that I am not wedded to any speclific proposaly,
but I do feel strongly that we should move effective
legistation on this subject nows this month, to sustain
moderates in Panama and to keep up the nonviolent pressuree.

- Thank yous Mre. Chairmane

Senator Dodd: Thank yous Senator Cranston.

Senator Kennedys we uel#ome you to the committee, We
know you are busys and appreciate your patience in listening
to £hese opening statemehts.

he will be glad té include your entire statement In the
records and to receive your testimony in any way you would

like to present ite.
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"SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS

_is focusing ths attention of the Senate of the United States

10

STATEMENT OF HONe EDWARD M. KENNEDYs A UNITED STATES

Senator Kennedy: Thank you very mubﬁo Mre. Chgirman and
the mgmbers of the committee.

I want to first of all commend yous Mr. Chairman, fof
commencing these hearingss and I think It sends a very clear
messagé to the Panamanian people our very'deep concérn about
the human rights Issues affecting the people of Panama and
cur strong comml;ment_to,democracy in Panama, At'a time when
the Senate of the United States'has been debating the war
powers lssuesy the whole questions of our pdlicy”in-tﬁé
Persian Gulfy at a time when we are facing significant

economic challengesy this committees under your leaderships

on the whole Issues of democracy and human rights jh Panamay
and I think it is an extremely important message for those
that are attempting to deny the Panamanian people thelr basic
and fundamental rlghts, General Noriegas that he understands '
the power of this particular message and the importance of it
Ju#t a few brief ltemsy Mr. Chairmane Only a few moments
ago I left the Defense Authorization Conference where the
Dodd resolution was being consideredy and I can Indicate to
you that in the panel on which I was representing the Senate
as a member of the Force Projection Subcommittee of the Armed

Services Committee there was broad and wide support for the
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Dodd resolution among the members of the House committees the
Foreign Affairs Committee of the House of Representatives.

So I think our friends again should understand that we
are seelng not only here in the Senates not only here in the
formulation of legisliations but we saw again as the Senate |is
marking up that extremely important piece of legisiationy
that there Is oroads wides bipartisan supporte.

I think another factor that is interesting and
significant today is the fact that the Majority Leader as
wetll as the Minority Leader have agreed to the
recommendatlions of the Senator from Connecticui and Senator
from North Carolina and Senator from Californiay and my |
col leagueys the Senator from New York's regquest for having a
conformed group travel to Panamas and staff members who are
experienced and knowledgeable and have a breadth of awareness
of the situatlon there and then report back to this committee
and to the Senate generally. That is an extremely uniqgue

step that is taken under only the most extraordinary

_circumstances. I think it may be something that is Jjust

looked at in terms of procedures but usually these kinds of
staff investigations are only available in the most
significant priorities establ ished Sy the Senate. So I think
that message ought to be understood.

Mr. Chairmans these hearings occur at a moment of

extraordinary significance for Panama. I understand tnat
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Panama City today.is an occupied citye Flve théusand troops
in combat outfits, armed to the teeths weapons at the readys
are effectively occupying that city»and resisting the
peaceful demons trations of men and women, and even childreny
whose only desire is to be able to express what we take for
granted here In this countrys and that is an abllity to
express thelr dissent at the government of Géneral Nbriega.

So It is in that climate and atmosphere that we hola

.these hear ingsy why these hearings are so extremely

importants and why the message that should go from these
hearings io General'Ndriega, that the group that has Seen
mentioned here today are In for the whole war. We are not in
for just the one battles. ANnd we are going to follow this
step by steps every step along the line until General Noriega
hfmself is going to step asidey and democraéy is resiored&in
Panama. |

Mr. Chalrman, -in the face of unprecedented repression and
intimidations the people of Panama are in the streets today
calling on their government to cease its dictatorships and
the arrests and detentionss to allow the people of Panama
once again to be free. The whole world is watchings and we
wait with hopey gut also with a certain trepidations to see
what the answer will be.

Mr. Chalrmany 1 fear the worst, I fear that the events

ot today in Panama willl write one more sad and tragic chapter

’ ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
20 F ST., N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001 (202) 628-9300 -

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/08/23 : CIA-RDP91B00389R000500320001-1




O O

© O

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/08/23 : CIA-RDP91B00389R000500320001-1

10

1"

12

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

25

13

of bloody repression in a national history already filled

'uith stories of murdery corruptiony drug smugglings, gun

running and fraud. And at the heart of the problem if
Generai Manuel Noriegasy the Chief of Staff of the Panama
Defense Force.

The causes of the crisis in Panama arey of courses much
more profound than the tyranny of one individual. But
because of Gensral Noriega's own historys the allegations of
criminality and corruptions because 6f his resort to
repression rather than reconciliation; those causes cannot be
addressed so long as General Noriega remalns in power,

This is not just my own personal view or the view of the
United States Senates It iss more importantlys the view of
the overwhelming majority of Panamanian clitizenss as
reflected in the statements of dozens of civic and
professional and political organizations.

tLet me recount briefly the most significant events that
have led to th2 crisls that afflict Panama today. The event
that triggered this crisis occurred on June 7y Sunaday, when
Retired Chief of Staffy Colonel Robert Dliazs granted an
interview to the Independent newspapery La Prensas and in
that interview Diaz accusea his former friend and cofleagues
Genéral Noriegay of murdery extortions corruptions fraud and
varlous other high crimes and misdemeanors. Among the other

thingss he accused Noriega of rigging the 1984 presidential
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election and ordering the slow tortures murder and beheading
of Hugo Spadaforae.

Two nights laters on the evening of June 9y the people of
Panama made history when they formed the National Civic

Crusade. This extraordinary organizationy originaliy

‘composed of 29 civic and professional groupss was established

outsldeAbf the traditional political parties for the purpose
of conducting a campaign for decency and Justice In Panama.
Another 39 organizations Jjoined the crusade during the next
few dayss and since then, the Natlonal Ciyic Crusade has led
all Paﬁama to an-unprecedented effort to restore the rule of
laws to revive democréilc institutionss and to return Panama
to popular governmente.

Since those earliest dayss the peoéle of Panama have been
sub jected to unrelenting repressibn and brutal subjugation.
Hundreds have been arrested and detained for no reason other
than the honk oaf a horn or a wavé of a white handkerchiefe.
Hundreds more have been assaulted and beaten. And in

responses the government of Panama Iimposed a state of

emergencyy suspended all fundamental freedoms3 freedom of the

pressy, freedom of expressions freedom of association are now
things of the past in Panama. | h

General Nor iega and his armed shock troops knan as
Dobermanss, have kept all Panama under the iron fist of total

control and arpitrary terrore.
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Recent evidence of the represSion. I would like to
include in the record two news articles by Julia Preston,
dated October 17 and October 20. 1In the first article Mso.
Preston catalogues Instances of brutality by the Panamanian
riot police. She reports that at Ieast three Panamanians.
have been killad since the crackdown begans and that more
than 1000 have suffered slignlficant injuries from pird shot.
used by the riot polices Six of these iIndividuals were
blindede She 2lso reports ﬁhe-opposition hewspaper La Prensa
remains occupizd by soldiers who have bDlocked its staff from
éntering the building since it was raidea on July 26.

In the second articles Ms. Preston reports that the
Panamantan government has apparently targeted UesS. dipliomatsy
servicemens otner U.S. citizens for harassment. The former
head of the U.S. Embassy'svniiitary Groups Colonel Charles
Stones has been deporteds The PDF agents recently conducted
a nighttime prowl of the U.S. Chief of Mission John Meista..
For his ownrsecurlty9 Mr. Meista has beeh forced to move to
an apartment house.

_In additions our economic counselors David Millers was
detained at the scene of an antigovernment demonstration on
September 13 and helid for eight hourse. |

More recentlys when protesters'érupted the night of
Gctober 79 the PDF picked up nine out-of-uniform U.S.

servicemen who were hejld for six hours before U.S.
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authorities were notified,
{The Infornsation referred to followss:l

[SUBCOMMITTEE INSERT}
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Senator Kennedys In the face of such repressions the
Congress canndt remain passive. We cannot be in favor of
human rlghts In the Soviet Union and in Cuba and be silent
about human rights abuses in Panama.

On August 5y under the leaderships of Senator D'Amato and
Senator Cranston,y we lntroducgo S 1614 which callea for a
halt of U.Se. economic and m}litary assistance to Panama
unless the Presldént could certify tha£ the government of
Panama had demonstrated concrete progress in the efforts to
assure civilian control of the armed fdrces, and unjless the
government of Panama had established an inagependent
investigation into the allegation of criminal wrongdoing by
members of the PDFy and unless other constitutional
guarantees were restored, |

Then on Sedtember 24 ihe'Senate, by a vote of 97 to
nothings unaninously adopted the Dodd resolution which
pledged that all UsSe assistance would be terminateo‘unless
those conditions were satisfied within 45 déys.

I would ask permission to inciude these two pleces of
legislation at this point in the recorde

Senator Dodds Without objection.

[The inforanation referred to followss)
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Senator Kennedys I appear before you today to testify In
support of Se. 1614, The Senate should keep its solemn pledge
to the people of Panama. Before this Congress adjourns this
years we should send an unmistakable signal to all the people
of Panama that the American people will have nothing to do
with a military dictatorship that clings to power by
systematically abusing the human rights of its peoplee

As a government and as a people we shoula say nothings we

should do nothing that could In any way be construed as

‘providing ald or comfort to the Noriega regimes. In passing

this legislations we shoﬁld also make it clear that we do not
mean to interfzre in the internal affairs of the nation of
Panama. We ara‘only responding to the plieas of the
Panamanian people. We do not seek to abrogate the Panama
Canal Treaty. That tréaty Is the law of the land todays and
the United States of America will abide by its commitﬁents.

We do not seek to destroy the Panamanian Defense Forces. ne

understand that there is an appropriate role for a

professional military in democracye.

The issue is not the PDF, The issue is the rule of law
as opposed to the rule of one mane. |

1 congratulate the Chairman for his leadership on the
issues I am proud to appear here before this subcommittee
with Senator D*Amatos who has played an'important role in the

struggles and I urge my fellow Senators to join with us in
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keeping our pledge to the people of Panama.

We are with you todaye We will be iith you until you are

victorious In the struggle finally to bring freedom and

justice to your land and to your peoplee

fThe prepared statement of ‘Senator Kennedy followss:l
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Senator Dodd:s Thank you very muchs Senator Kennedye.

Senator D'Amat&; we are delighted to receive your
testimony.

Your statement will be included in the record. Please

proceed as you see fit,
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STATEMENT OF HON. ALFONSE M. D'AMATOs A UNITED STATES
SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF NEW YORK

Senator D*Amato: Mr. Chairmans first let me commend you
for taking the time to hola these important hearingss and
indeed they are important because people's lives are at
stakes and the destinys I believes of the Panamanian people
is closely linked to what we dos what actions we takes and
whether or not we are perceived as really standing for
democracy and saying that we place a value on human rights,
that we are going to_stand for the pflnciples of democracy
uherevér, and that is the test.

Let me says Mr. Chairmans, I am going to asks as you have
indicateds that my testimony be accepted Into the record as
if read in iIts entirety. Let me touchlon the fact that this
is an effort that has brought together Democrats,
Republicansy liberals and conservativess and that while we
talksy and there has been much consideration as it.relates to
another area In Central Americas that area which divides
peoole in terms of how or where and what we should or should
not be dolngs Nicaraguas that it would seem to me that we
would make a grave error in not recognizing that our policy
here In Panama Is at least as important as the issues
confronting this nation in Central America vis-a-vis
Nicaraguas and that it is vital that the worlid know about the

courage of the Panamanian people and the reprehensible
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actions of their leadere.
Let me underscore the fact that while some of us may have
had certaln fezlings as it relates to the Panama Canal, that

that is not an issue. Mre. Noriega would attempt to make it

"the issues but the issue here is the rights of the peoplee

We have to be vigilant in our gbvernment that we not do .
anything which directly or indirectly would appear to
sanction Noriega'®s hold or his power.

In facty it is Incumbent upon us to do everything to»
demonstrate to the Panamanian people our unwavering support
for the principles of democracy. And that is what is at
stakey our credibllityy if any Panamanian people are watching
Use and indeeds they are acting at this present timesy as
Senator Kennedy has testified.

The conditions are growing worsey and as we press forward
to see fo it that S. 1614 becomes implemented -~ and I
belleve it will have to be implemented because I do not think
ii would be reasonable for us to feel that those conditions
that must be met within the 45 day period pursuant to your
resolutiony Mr. Chairman, will bé undertakens that the people
will not be given democrécy,-that the armies will be used
against. the peoples that iIndeeds hostilities have now even

peen carrled against citizens of the United States with

regularityy and it Is rather troubling to see that instead of

moving to an accommodation with respect to the legitimate
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rights of the peoples Noriega has taken an attitude of
toughing it out: so to speakes
So It becones important that we do not have our military

even appear that they are countenancing as a result of

»cooperative efforts in terms of drills -— there Is a very

important drilt that will be coming up In January. If that

drill is undertakens I am very much concerned tha£ we will be

_creatlng the appearance that we are with Noriegae That would

be a great blow to our credibility as it relates to the
peoplee
I think as it relates to the cutoff of sugars Senator

Cranston's legisiations it Is absoluteily paramount that we

- push forward with that, That was a briflllant strokey and

agalns an effort Jjolned In by Senétor Helms, Senator Kennedys
and I believe yourself, Mr. Chalrman,'because we find that
those dollars anrich the very people who are part and parcel
of this effort of subvertlng democracy and subverting the
true wishes of the Panamanian peoples none less thén the
President himself receives a substantial, the President of
Panama recelves a substantial portion of those incomes,.and
the govefnnent of Panama recelves a substantlal part of those
incomes,

So 1 commend yous Mr. Chalrmans for your hoiding this
hearinge.

I would llce to say that it has been a pleasures In the
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1 seven years I have been in the Senatey to see the way we have |
2 come togethersy as I 'mentionedg from all sides of the
3 political spectrume Senator Helms working with Senator

4 Cranstdn and Senator Kennedys you and Is Mre Chairmany

6 || Ana I thank the Chairmane.
7 {The prepared statement of Senator D*Amato followsi]
8  [COMMITTEE INSERTI
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Senator Dodd: MWells we thank yous and let me commend
both for very fine statementse.

I could not agree with you mores Senator D'Amato, that
the sense of coming together around this particular issue is
a message that certainly cannot be lost eithers one,y on
General Norlega and the peoplesy the few who are supporting
hime but Just as importantiys in facts more imbortantly Iv
thinks as Senator Kennedy pointed outs on the average citizen
in Panama today who wants to know whether or not this country
stands with them and behind them in an effort to ﬁring
democracy to that countrye. I.think that joining iogether, as
you says Is extremely important and sends a very clear and
strong message. |

So we are appreciative to have both of you here.

Senator Heimss did you have a question?

Senator Helms: Mre Chalrmans I want to Jjoin you in

expressing your appreciation for two excelilfent statements by

two capable Senators.v

May I ask unanimous consenty sort of a personal
privileges Senator Kennedy alluded to the civicy professioﬁal
and business groups who got together to form the oppositiony
and I have Jjust noted the arrival of the Directors of the
National Civic Crusadesy which is exactly what he was talking
aboute.

Would it be appropriate —— they cannot testify because
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they are not UsS. citizenss but would it be aill right if they

stood to be recognized?

Senator Dodds Certainly. I see no objection to that.

Senator Helms: 1 see onesy twos threes fours five.

‘Senator Dodds The record should note that we welcome
these people.

Senator Kennedys Mr; Bereasy I thinks is the chairman of
this group. o

'Senator Dodds Yes. We welcome you here todays and we
appreciate your being here.

Thank yous Senator Helmé.‘

Senator Hélms: Thank you very muchs gentlemeny and I
thank yous Mr. Chairman.

Seﬁator Dodd: Senator Cranstony do you have any
questions?

Senator Cranstons Nos I have no questionsy but I do want
to thank both Senators for very fine statements ana very
effective and nard work on this.

Senator Dodd: I would tell Qou that I know Senator Pell
is strongly suadportive of this effort as wells, and we will
tfy at the earliest possible date to move forward.

You will note that one of the bills heres involving the
sugar quotass could not be referred to this committees. The

Parliamentarian referred that to the Finance Committee. So

we only have one bill before us todays, the one that does not
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"specificalty Include the guota. But that does not preclude

Athis committee from amending that legislation to include the

sugar |ssue.

I am golng to explore that guestion of sugar because I
think it is an extremely important one with the witnesses we
have coming after our two colleagues here are completed,

because I thinky as Senator D'Amato pointed outy the effect

on the governmants I think the government is one of the major

beneficiaries of the quota rather than private individuals in
that countrye. So the impact of that particular dacislion
cou}d be maybe the most direct.

Senator Cranstons If you can incorporate the sugar
matter in this bills it would be apprecliated., |

Senator Dodd: We will try to do that.

Senator Kennedys. ﬁay 1 Just mention one point?

As Senator D'Amato mentlioneds the military operationy and
it Is called KENDALL LIBERTY, and it iIs ;upposed to take
ptace in January. Thefe has been a hlstoricaf set of
maneuvers related to the security of the Canal which one year
is done jointly and then another year is done lndependently.
It can be done independently by the United States without the
Joint cooperation and supporte.

I have alrsady ralsed that issue with General wWerner of
the Southern Commands as the Armed Services Committee in

charge of the Force Projection Subcommittees and that is in
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the jurlsdiction of that committees So I will raise this
agaln with General Werner, who is here in Washington this
weeke.

I would welcome any of your comments on it. It seems to
me that we ought to be guided by what the Democratic Forces
in Panama would believe. There Is one opinion that
association between Americans and the PDF in this situation
strengthens General Noriega. There is another feeling that
if they demonstrate they ydrk with the»ﬁDF, that the efforts
that we are trying to undertake in theArestOfation bf
democracy would demonstrate tp the PDF that they are not a
part of our efforty and it is Jusf General Noriega.

So to whatever extent members of this panel have on this
issues and to the extent that the Democratic Forces have in
Panama I think should be counseled, and I would hbpe that we
could work in concert together in making a recommendation to
the Defense Department on that question. I would welcome a
chance to counsel with all of the members as well as the
Crusade memberss on what is an appropriate step to takee

Senator Dodd: I think that is an excellent suggestion,
and we will certainly do thate.

1 think it would be worthwhile at this juncture to
mention as wells we are fortunate indeed to have as our
Ambassador In Panamas Ambassador Daviss who I think has done

a remarkable Joby tireless. I spent two or three days with
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him a month or mores or two months ago I guess nows ana he
has worked tiretessly on behalf of the people of not only our
own country but the people of Panama. And much of what we
Knows we know because of his hard work and good efforts. We
will be in touch with him as welle.

I think he has been a tremendous source of advice and
counsel on what is the best way to proceed in all of thise

Senator Helmse. Mre. Chairmane. |

Senator Dodds Yese.

Senator Helms: Mro. Chairmany before the two Senators
leaves this is sort of a leading questibn put I think it
ought to be placed on the recorde.

All of us have met manys many times with various leaders
of the Panamani an opposition to Noriegae 1 would just ask
the two Senatorssy Mr. D'Amato and Mr. Kennedys and Mre.

Cranston who Is down there nows have you found all of these

teaders with wnom you have met to bDe democratlic ana

pro~American?

Senator D'Amatos I thinks Mre. Chairman, the Senator puts
his finger on a central theme. With all of us in the
administration who are very much concerned about the
departure of Nariega,_uith those elements who are today in
the streetsy that Senator Kennedy referred tos who have éome

togethers were somehow less than or would create a situation

where people — and a vacuum would be created that would be
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less than supportive of the legitimate interests that the
United States has as it relates to its own securitys the
Panama Canal ia particulare

That is the farthest thing from the truthe Be It some of
the operatives in the CIA who are attempting to create that
situation or some very legitimate concernsy as Senator
Kennedy has pointed outs coming from the militaryy we are
talking about people who have a great afféction for the
United Statess and they uantvdemocracy.- And indeeds if there
is a threat to the United States and its relationship with
the people of Panamas it would be to create the appearance
that in any ways shape or plaée we are supporting Noriegae

So 1 uduld says Senators the people who have come to the

fores the leadsrships the totality of that leadership has

Vstrong, strong support for democracy énd are good friends{

and look upon the United States as close altliese

Senator Helms: That has certainly been my experiences
and I am sure.

One tinal gquestion also Jjust for the record.

Is there any doubt in the minds of any of us that Noriega
and other high ranking Detense Force members are Involved
personally in international drug trafficking and money
laundering? |
| Senator D'Amato: Wells I will say that as Chairman of

the International Drug Caucuss or co-Chairman with Senator
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Biden, let me say that the facts are clear and overwhelmings
and the‘testimony that has been produced from very reliable
sourcesy various sources Is clear and convincing that General
Noriega has not only been involved in drug runnings but a
whole episode in terms of money {aundering associated with
the drug traffickings associated with providing protectiony
sale of visasy et cetera,ball those things that go hana in
hand with the international drug cartele.

He has becomey I will not say one of the majors but

certainty a significant force as It relates to the

‘international drug trafficking of the drugs themseives,y, and

more particulariys the money.

Senator Helms: 1 thank the Senator.

Senator Kennedys$ It is my understandihg that there has
been evidence that has been submitted to the Grand Jurys that
an indictment itseif has not been returned as yets but I
would be glad to provide those particular facts t& yCUe

{The infornation referred to followsi]

[SUBCOMMITTEE INSERTIY
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Senator Helms: We have had executive sessions of the
Foreign Relatlions Committees We cannot discuss what we have
heards but the evidence is very cleare.

I thank the Senator.

Senator Kennedys: Thank you very muche

Senator Dodds Thank you both very, very much for being
here.

Our flrst public witness is the Honorable Willlam Jorden,
former Ambassador to Panama. | ‘

Ambassador Jordens why do you not join us?

In facty why do we not bring up all three witnesses
together. That way we might expedite thingse.

We will also hear from Or. Robert Cook—Deegans, National
Advisory Committee of Physicians for Human Rightss and

Colonel Charles B. Stone (Ret.)s former Head of Military

Assistance Advisory Group to Panama.

ke would anprGCiate all three ofvyoubjbining us at the
witness table.

Dre Cook=Deegans I understand you have a plane to catche

Dr. Cook—=Deegans I have another lecture to give in about
an houre.

Senatof Dodd: NWells If sos then why do we not let you go
firsty and then we will hear your comments. If you have to
skip out on uss we will understand thate But nonethelessy if |

you would proceeds then we will go to yous Ambassador Jordens
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and then to yous Colonets If it Is all right with yous we

will et you be clean-up.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
20 F ST., N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001 (202) 628-9300




O

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/08/23 : CIA-RDP91B00389R000500320001-1

1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

24

25

34

STATEMENT OF DR. ROBERT COOK-DEEGANs NATIONAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE OF PHAYSICIANS FOR HUﬁAN RIGHTS

Dr. Cook-Deegans Thank youe I will stay as long as I
cane I hope to stay long enough to answer a few questionse.

My name s Robert Cook-Deegan, and I am here in the
capacity as a member of the Advisory Committee of Physiclans
for Human Rightse This is an organization that was founded
in October of 1986 and (epresents about 200 physicians and-_
health professiona(s across the United States. The primary
mission of Physliclans for Human hlghts is to investigate the
medlca( aspects ofvhuman'rights abuses around the globe, |

we undertook a mission to Panama from the 23rd to the
27th of August of this year at the invitation of the
Panamanian Medical Asscciatlons the doétors and dentists and
other health professionals of Social Se#urity énd of.the
Panamanian Comaittee for Human Rights. They had called us in
response to the events of late June and early July and had
asked us to come down and investigate the degree,s and
actualtly to document the human rlghts abuses that were taking
place in Panama.

We went down for a five day visity and during that visit
we interviewed approximately 70 victims of human rights,s we
met with the Archbishops we met twice with officials at the

UeSe Embassyy met with the Panamanian Minister of Health and

several other officlalse.
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Qur princlﬁ#l tfindings weres number ones that the human
rights situationbin Panama had been sporadically bad for a
long period of time but got suddenly much worse in June,s and
that trend has continued to the current day. It has been
getting worse and worse.

Wwe documented six ser lous eye injurles that had ied to
partial or complete blindness. Doctors that we spoke with
estimated there were another 20 injuries that we could not
see directliye And they also estimated that approximate}y 100

people had been injured by bird shot in the month and a half

_period before se visited Panama. I do not know what those

figures would pe nowe

There were three distinctive aspects of the human rights
abuses In Panama City. The flrst was ihe widespread and
inglscriminate use of bird shote The second.uas widespread
use of tear gase. But there was a funny way that tear gas was
being used in Panama that we are not famitiar withe Tear gas
canisters can be used in manys many formse They are all
marked on the outsidé very clearly saying that they are toxic
gases and should not be used indoorss and that people should
be treated immediately after exposure. We documented manys
manys many cases of shooting these into classroomss into
people*s homess into cars and into other enclosed spacés. In
several instances this tear gas was shot In io induce people

to leave the buildingsy ana then people were shot with
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shotguns when they teft those butldingse.

This obviously is a major source of injuries, both
because 61 the tear gas itselfy which is quite toxic to
people who have asthma or other medical conditions that
affect their lungss and it is also exposing them to the bird
shot wounds as soon as they leave the buildingse.

A second very significant set of human rights abuses was

connected to the violations of medical neutrality. Following

the street violence in June and Julys particularly on July

10y we were able to document that there was a process of
medical screening that was velilng done not by medically
tralned personnel, but lnstead; by Panamanian Defense Fdrce
personnel. That iss if somebody was Injured during those»
dayss they would show up at the emergeﬁcy room of several
hospitals in Panama City abd would be either turned away from
treatment or were screened by the Panamanian Defense Forces
and were followed in to the ﬁospitaly in some cas?s later
taken away before their treatment was complietee.

~These are very serjous breaches of international
covenants to which Panama is party.

A third major aspect that we documented but not as
thoroughly as #e would have wishedy, there were many
allegations of torture in the Panamanian prisons when people
were taken Ine. We actually had direct documentation of two

such cases. In one case a man was hung by his wrists ftfor
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approximately nine hourss leading to serious injury of his

hands and arms. And in another case a man wass while in

prisons was burned on his testicles and other places on his
body.

I will Jjust taik about two specific cases very briefiy to
give you a flavor for the kinds of things that we found. One
case that.ue ran into was in oné of the two rural provinces
that we visiteds wWe talked with a2 Senator Bortillo Mejiay
who is a Natlonat'Senator from that provinces the province of
Chiriqul. He was at one point taken out of his car where he

was driving with his familys was beaten in front of his

_famlly, and was taken into prison and held incommunicado for

several hourse This Is a member of the natlonal legislature.

A second case that received a greai.deal of press in
Panama at the time were two girls who were playing on the
streets on June 11y, and in their own wordss this is in the
words of the nine year old girls Qe were playing-school.
Someone said the police ére cominge We ran awaye. I_feli
downe The police shot me.

And Heidis an eleven year old girls ran to the aid of

this nine year oid girly and trying to pick her ups was

" herself shote These two girls were taken to the emergency

rooms went into major surgery to evacuate blood from their
lung cavities and from their abdominal cavities. The eleven

year old girl had injuries to her stomachy to her small
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1 intestinesy and to her left kidnéy and had to have her spleen
2 removedes

3 These are two of the cases. We actually have

4 documentation of approximately 70 cases. I will not disclose
5 any of the namzs because we are trying to handie this in a

6 resbénslble manners but more detalis will be made available

7 to the committee if there are further questions.

8 Thank youe

9 tThe prepared statement of Dr. Cook—-Deegan follows:l]
10 [COMMITTEE INSERfI | S
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1 Senator Helms (presidingl)ls Doctors thank you very muche

2 we will hear the Ambassador and Colonel in a few moments,
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but before you proceedy Mr. Ambassadors Colonely you had

pltanned to retire In Panamas had you not?

Colonel Stones Yesy sire I retired on 31 July in Panama,

Senafor Helmss But were you not expelled from Panama
dur ing the past week? | |

Colonel Stoned Yesy Sire

Senator Helms: When it comes to your time to testify
after the Ambassadors I hope you will go Into some detail
about the events that led up to your expulsion,

Welly Mr. Ambassadory we are glad to see you again.

You may proceede.
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STATEMENT OF THE HONe WILLIAM JORDENs FORMER U.Se
AMBASSADOR TO PANAMA, MC LEAN, VIRGINIA |

Ambassador Jordend Mre. Chairmany nine years and a few
days ago I was meeting with the Senator Foreign Relations
Committee which was then considering the recently concliudea
Panama Canal Treaties. For most of uss it was an exciting
timey fliled with high expectations. We knew that we were on
the threshold of a new era in refations between our country
and the small nation of Panaha.

The problean that had troubled those relations for more
than 70 years uas.ébout'to be solveds And indeedy I am bound
to says our expectations were fully Juétified. The treaties
have worked well and to the advantage of both countries,

Above éhd peyond the treaties themselvesy there wnas an
additional reason for hope in Panama and among her friendse.
By theny in 1978, Panama had functioned under a de facto
military rule for almost ten years. But during the treaty
negotiations, Panama's military leadery General Omar
Torrijoss announced his intention to return his country to a
more democratic system. There would be, he saidy a proper
civilian governmenty and he would see to it that the military
forces under his comband Qould withdraw from governmental

functions and return to their proper role defending the

country agalnst any external threat and providing an honest

and effective police forcee.
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Those pledgess by the wayy Mro. Chairmans were given In
person and directly to Majority Leader Byrd and Minority
Leader Baker and to otherse.

That process of restoring democracy was fairly well
advanced by the time General Torrijos was killed in a plane
crash six years ago. G0One of his successors.uho had decided
to enter the political arena quite correctly resignéd his
military command to seek office as a civilianes Thens in
1983, General danual Antonio Noriega became the military
rulere.

What has happened since Is nothing short éf_a disaster.
The Torrijos line was reversed 180 degfees. Instead of the

millitary role diminishings it increasedes 0One after another

ot Noriega's cohorts was placed in key positionss in charge

of customss th2 railroads, the nation’s portsy the airportsy,
the immigration. Norlega followers were placea in
controlling posts in the government ministries ana in the
courtse Mahy in private eﬁterprise taced the unhappy cholice
of contributing to the Noriega political machine or being
harassed and Intimidatede.

Finallys in June of this years one of Noriega's closest
military colleagues blew the whistle. General Roberto Dilaz
Herrera had been Chief of Staff of the military forces. We
have heard the charges made by Colonel Diaz from you, Mr.

Chatlrman, and from Senator Kennedys so I witl not repeat
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theme But the Diaz revelations of broad corruptions drug
dealing and so ony set off a revolution in Panama.

Most Panamanians hady of courses heard these allegations
over the years and were inclined to pbelieve most of them, but
they never had been alred publiclyy especially from a source
who had been so close to Noriega for SO0 many years. When the
Diaz charges were publisheds thousands of Panamanians poured
into the streets In proteste The 6ppositlon covered the
broadest spectrum of groups and individualss businessmeny
studentsy teachers, housewivess professionatl peoples workerse.

A loosely xnit organization of more thanuloo civic and
professional groups took shape In the Civic Crusade in

Panamas and it is indeed a pleasure to see members and

leaders of that crusade in this room today. They are

courageousy honorables decent people who are fighting hard
for their countrye.

A series of peaceful publlic demonstrations took place and
continues to this daye The people of Panama were voting in
the only way that was available to themy with thelr‘feet and
their handss with banners and handkerchlefs and honking

horns. Thelr message was loud and clear: Noriega must goe.

.Panama wants democracys justice and freedome

Many of those demonstrations were brutally suppresseds as
we have heard. People have been shot anad beaten. Hundreds

have been jailed. Leaders of the opposition have been
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houndeds forced undergroundy imprisoned or, as our friends in
the back testifyy, forced into exile,

Members of this committee should be in no doubt that what
is taking place in Panama i1s a truly popular movements one
that reflects a3 wldespread consensus among all shades of
opinione Not long agos the Gallup International organization
carried out a public opinion poll in Panama. It was a very
comprehensive polle It found that 75 percent of the people
wanted Noriega to step down.v Thelr goals were cleary
restorafion of real democracys hqnest electionss evenhanded
Justiceys and removal of the military from normal civiiian
activities Inside the govefnment aﬁd oute.

In that poills approximately 13 percent of the respondents
were not eager to have Noriega leave. iI reckon that is about
the number who are dependent on him, uho’have government
jobss are in the military and in the whole ﬁetuork that he
has established of support and cooperation. Twel;e percent
either had no opinion or were unullling to say what it wase.

The g&als that have been stated by the people in this
polls by the Civic Crusadey by every decent politician in
Panamay are deanands that I think should hearten us
Americanse. We should also admire the courage with which
these demands of the Panamanian people are being expressed
every daye.

what should the United States do In the face of this
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crisis? Firsty I think It is clear to all of us and to our
many friends In Panama that this Iss at hearts their

probleme It must in the end be soived by them in their waye.

It is not for us to supply blue prints or rigid

prescriptionss but we must not stand aloof and look the other
waye. We have 3 deep and longstanding interest in the safety
of the Panama Canale We have a significant mllitary presence:
in Panamas one that is important to our security posture in
the entire region. We Americans also have a historical
commitment to the proposition that democracy and freedom
should prevally and that dictatorship and répression snouid
be eliminated wherever our infliuence can oe effective.

Finallys we have an abidiné concern for the well-being,
the brosperlty, and yess the happiness of the Panamanian
peoples our longsténdlng and probably closestvfriends in
Latin Americae.

The Senate resolution calling for restoration of civilian

rule and urging General Noriega to step aside was received

with enthusiasms by the Panamanian peopje. Even more

impressive and effective was the cutoff of military ana

'economic assistance to the Noriega regimee That signal went

from one end of Panama to the others and Its meaning was
unmistakableeo
I have no heslitation in endorsing the spilrit and the

letter of Senate Bill 1614 and of Senator Cranston's
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proposals whicn I think is 1615. This mandates a cutoff
until certain conditions are mete Its passage will haves 1
believes 2 healthy impact on the Panaménian people and on
Norlega and hils cohortse.

Let me quickly say that I am noi usually a proponent of
efforts to fine tune pblicy by committee or congressional
actiones I know =-— |

Senator Dodd (presiding)s Spoken like a good guy from
the State Depar tment.

Ambassador Jordeni: Most members of this committee are
aware of the many pltfalls that lie down that road.

In thls'case, I think the situation fully Jjustifies the
actions but I would suggest that one of the problems that
attends this kind of action is the occasional difficulty we
have in altering or reversing it when circumstances have
changed.

One of these days General Norlega is going to step
aside. When that happéns, his dictatorlal regime will be
replacedy Ietbus hope by one that is more opén and honest and
democratices I think the committee will agree that we would
want to help such a new government put Panama back on its
teet againe Wsz might want to quickly restore the assistance
that is being severeds or even augment that cooperation.

Panama has suffered economic devastation during these

recent monthss and a democratic government is going to have
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its handsvfull in eliminating thé chaos that Noriega and his
cohorts have created.

So ! merely says by all meanssy let's help cut off aid
that helps make Noriega strongs but let us be equally guick
to act in support of a successor regime that will have to
sweep up all! the broken crockerye

I would lice to make one final pointy Mr. Chairman, As'
the crisis in Panama has deepeneds a beleaguered General
Nor tega has looked.desperately for scapeéoats to blame for
hIS'pIighﬁ._ In the pro§e559 he‘has fOund.it\cohvenfent to
claim that fhe Unlted‘stétes has caused his problemse. itvis
all a plot hatched in Washington to destabilize his |
governhent and to hold on to the Panama Canal forever., I

frankly do not think that that Noriega play causes a warm

~ reaction in Panama City. Stills 75 years of mistrust and

suspicion do not disappear in the twinkling of an eyee. If
there were not at least a few éustqmers, Noriega ;ould'not be
trying to sell that linee. | |

' The Panama Canal Treaties were negotiated in Qood faithe
They were approved by the required two-thirds of the Senate.
They were ratified by our government. And they ares as
Senator Kennedy said,.the law of the land. In acting against
Noriega in cutting off aids we should make it unmistakably
clear that we nave no intentlion of abrogating or diminishing

the treaties in any waye. There should be no room for doubt
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about our intentions in this matter.

To do otherwise I think would be to court a disaster far
greater than the one that now besets the good peoplie of
Panama and their friendse.

- Thank yous Mr. Chairmane.

Senator Doddé: Thank yous Mr. Ambassadors very mucn'for
your statement. |

Colonel Stones we welcome yous and I should point out to -
mybcolieague that Colonel Stone retired in July thié year,
and was Just deported from Panaﬁav having marcried a | -
Panamantan woman and sought ana recelved pérmission.to spend*
his retiremen£ years.ln Panamay but was just aSkéd to leave
the country by General Noriega.

I am sure you witl want to commention those situationse.
But we are sorry to hear that. But we uelcdmg you here today

and look forward to your testimonye.
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STATEMENT OF COLONEL CHARLES Be STONE (RETIRED)s FORMER
HEAD OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE ADVISORY GKROUP TO PANAMA

Coionel Stone: Thank yous sire |

1 might say 1 appear today with a tittie bit of
trepidation because my family is In Panamas my wifes three
daughters and a granddaughters to be exacte. I might say that
last night they did not sleep in our houses they sleptiin é
neighbor's house because there was some fear on their part
for what was happening in Panama yesterday and today. 5o 1
am somewhat concerned.

On the morning of the 15th of October I arrived in Miami.

a somewhat shocked Individuals to put it bluntiy. I arrived

with no baggagee. i had been detained for six hours prior to
being put on an alirplane at 3315 in thé mornings 3345 in the
morning. The Customs inspectors as I went through, asked me
where my baggasze wase [ told him I had none. He saidy uhere
did you come from? I explainea. _Then his next question was
houvmuch money are you carrying? 1 was not carrying very
muchy I might add.

I. left Panama wlthout any communication with my famil};.
without a chance to pack any bags. I was put on an
alrplane. And I think I uill_Just tell you how that aill came
about. |

I have lived in Panama of f and on for 14 years. The most

recent tour in Panama started in 1979 when I initlally was
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assigned as the Deputy Commander of the UeSe Army Security
Assistance Agency for Latin America., In 1983 I went to the
UeSe Embassy and became the Military Group Commanders working

directly with the Panama Defense Force. For fiVe years 1

_nave worked very closely with the Panama Defense'Force to

Implement UsSes Armys UeSe Government security assistance
programs Iin that country.

I have had very close relationships with the Panama
Defense Force. I have worked hard to create an atmosphere of
cooperation between our countries and to facilitate the
actlviﬁles of USSOUTHCOM iIn Panama thrgugh this cooperatione.
I have been invoived in the force gevelopment of the Panama
Defense Force and in the training of pefsonnel and officers
in order to assist In their professionélization and to assist
them in a transition towards democracy where their military
would be able to perform a military function and withdraw
from some of the activities that have been previo&sly
ment ioned.

This long period of cooperation has come to somewhat of a
screeching halte as you can imagines It hapbened in June
when the Panama Defense Forcesy particularly General Noriega,v
was accused of General Diaz Herrera of various crimes that
have already been statedsy and Panamanians went into the
streets. Ouring that early period in June I spent time

observing the activities ot the Panama Defense Forces and
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particularly observing their use of Ue.Se. military equipment
that I had been responsible for providing them.

This caused a great problem for me in what I haa
rationalized during five years of why I was performing my
missione. |

As that month went ons I had talks with embassy officials
coqcernlng my concerns but had no chance to state my concerns
to the Panama Defense Force.

On the 10th of JUly there was to be a very large
gathering of peoﬁremat‘a'Cathdllc Church célled El Carmen in
Panama City as part of the Civil_Crusade;‘ This activity was
repressed by the dplnlon Panama Defense Force. They were
never able to assembie. The people returned to their barrios
and reacted by bullding barricadese.

I spent the,day on the roaa again observing the

activities of the Panama Defense Force and was shocked with

the excess use of forcey the indiscriminate use of fires use

of tear gas and shotgunsy the destruction of people's
propertys and declided at that time that I had to state my
concerns not only to the Ambassadors which I dids but also to
the Panama Defense Force.

Unfortunatelys the next day two of my:daughters, who were
driving in my car down the roads one of them with a white
handkerchief outside the windows were stopped and arrested

and detainede. During the four hour process during their
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detentions as I was trying to effect their releasey I had the
opportgnlty to talk to a senior member of the Panama Defense
Forcey and I critiqued him rather severely as to the
activitles that I had observed by the Force. I told him that

what I had observed had destroyed the rationaie that I had

v_used during a long period of time to provide the kind of

‘support that I was providings I told him their actions

convinced me that their statements on making a transition to
democracy were simply taik, and there was no basis In thelr
actions to support that.

I was told by this officer that nos they were in ab
transition to democracys but there were bad peoples people
who. were trying to destabillze Panamas and I might say,
Senator Helmss your name was mentlonediln that discussione..

Senator Helmss I am sure;

Colonel Stone: And some of the people in the back of the
room heres their names were mentloned also. |

1 asked hin then what democracy was in Panama, to define
it for mey and he was not able to do that. So I said to him,
welly if there are elections in 1989 and the Christian
Democrat teaders Arios Calderons it he were the party's
nominee for that election and he wons would he become
president? And I was told Arios Calderon will never be
President of Panama.

Then I sald your definition of democracy is a aemocracy
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where there ars elections and your candidate always wins. I
got no response to that.

But as of that dayy my contact with the senior members of
the Panama Defanse Force ended.

When I returned to my car that day there was about 32,000
worth of damags done to ite The headlights were brokens it
had been hit with a blunt object on the hood and side of the
car. There was damage to the rear lights and things of ihat
nature.

My next experlence which may have caused me even mofe
problem than this ones happened on the 30th of Augusts éfter
I retirede 1y my wife and one daughter were having lunch at
the Panama Golf Clubs and on the way home we observed a large
march of Crusada people marching along the road that goes to
the airport towards San ngueliio, and they were to assemble
at the Roosevelt Monument as you enter San Miguelitoe.

We decided to drive by anothef route around tﬁls march to
go to the Roosevelt Monument where my wife wanted to walk
forward and meet the people who were coming towards the
monument. I parked may car about 30 meters from the monument
angd was walting there locking the car when two cars pulled up
behind my care 1 saw some really tough characters get out of
thoée cars that did not seem that they were here to observe a
nonvioclent manifestatione So I walked towards the cars,

since my wife and daughter were there.
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All of a sudden I heara a voice say Colonel Stoney yod
are not involved in this. I looked down, and 1 saw the
legislator from San Miguelitos Lucho Gomez. I told him that
I am not ftnvolved in thisy I am just here observing. He

saids wells you cannot be herees You cannot be part of thise.

_And I said 1 am not part of thises I am here observing. And

he tooked me in the eye and he saldy welly I am not involved
in thiss and he drove off. |

The people that he had brought then crossed the road,
they started a fighty I ran towards my family to try to get
them out of theres I looked backsy saw pistols drawn and the
shooting startede.

I got my family out of theres. By the time I was able to
return to my car, about an hour later, the same cars I might
adds ail the windows were\brokén in the cary other damage was
done to it with rocks that had hit ite. That time it was only
$39800. The car stitl rans I might saye.

I am very populary Senators with my insurance company in
Panama. |

But initiallys right after that started a series of
attacks upon me fn the tegistative body and also in the
government press saying that I was involved in the political
movements in Panamas that I had brought the villains to this
manifestation that had started the violences I was

responsible for the injuries and the one death that took
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place at this events I wasy if you say threatened with
criminal action agalnst youe 1 kept my mouth shut, went
about my businesss and it slowly died awaye.

Unfortunatety, when things are going bady sometimes they
get worse. On the 13th of September, two weeks after this
particutar events my wife and I driving in my daughter®s cars
were caught in a shootout in San Miguelito. It was a

peaceful manifestatlion coming down the highway which was in

_honor of the anniversary of the death of Hugo Spadafora. The

manlfestations the marchers were attacked by a group of
peoples gunfire startede My wife was in tnatvmarch. 1
happened to be back sort of trylng to keep an eyevon hera.
By the time I got her and we were trying to get out of
thefe, the armed people were in front of us and behind usy

and we were forced out of our cars at gunpolinte. Our car was

stolen and later burned. That was my daughter®s car. She

has not forgiven me on that one yet.
Thats I might says was an event that nobody recognized

mes nor was I ever accused of being there by the government,

‘but it did have an Impact on ﬁy fadlly.

On the 9th of October I took my wife to a manifestation,
a small ones let her off. I parked my car across the road in
a parking lot. Within a short period of time I was arrested
by a number of officerss They charged me with not having a

license plate on my car. When all the windows in my car were

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
20 F ST., N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001 (202) 628-9300

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/08/23 : CIA-RDP91B00389R000500320001-1




O O

©

O O

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/08/23 : CIA-RDP91B00389R000500320001-1

10
n
12
13
14

15

17
18
19
20

21

23
24

25

55

brokens they also stole the license plate.

I told thea that I had talked to a lawyer in Panama. He
had informed me that I need not get a license for my car
pecause 1 had a plastic license they put on your windshiela
which showed that my car was registered and was licensed,
They satd that is not the case. They gave me a ticket., They
hooked my car to a tow truck and lmpounded Ity where It sits
todays Impounded by the Panama Defense Forcee

That 1s the one that had the total ot 36,000 worth of
damage. So it Is not in‘bad shape right nows it is just
unusable.

On the 13th of 0ctobér 1 was called by Immigration. I
was told that I was in Panama on what is called a turista

pensionados that there had been allegations made against me

‘by the G=2 of the Panama Defense Forces that I had been

involved in political manifestations contrary to public
orders and as of that moments at that times on that days my

visa was withdrawne I therefore was in Panama with no

-authoritys and I must leave immediately that afternoon or the

next morning. That was about 3330 In the afternoon.

1 Infofmed the Inspector from Immigration that that was
impossibley that I had a family here and that I had certain
things to dos but that I would leave as socn as I could
appropriately do that.

GCn the next mornings the l4th, I was called back to
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1 Immigration and I was shown the resolution of Immigrationy

2 which essential iy said the same things asked to sign its

3|| which I did nots and sald we remind you that you must
4 immediatelye.

5 ' I started to make steps to leavee That evening I
6 calied back to Immigration and trapped there and told
7 they had orders to iake me directly to the airtielde.

8 I would not gos that I wanted to make a phone cail to

leave

was
that
I said

t he

9 UeSe Ambassadory and that I wanted to make a phone call to my

10 wife. They said we have orders to take you$ you will

gOe I

1 said nosey I will note I want to drive my car homes 1 waht to

12 pack my bagss and then I willi go. And they saidy you

will

13 go. I sald no. And then as the eight people gathered around

14 mey I decided I would go.

16 flighty put me on the alrplane with a tickety I might

15 They took ne to the alrporty held me there until a 3345

says to

17 Wwashingtons Dele I thought that was awfully nice. And io

|l and beholds I found my == they allowed me to make one

cally

19 and that was at 3330y they came in with a telephones plugged

20 it Ine and handed it to mey, and my wife was on the phone, and

21 catling me a knucklehead and where are yous and I found

22 myself in Miami sort of wondering what my next step would be.

23 That Is my storye I guess I represent to them someone

2 who has supported them verys very strongly for five years and

2 then apparently turned against them. I might say I did not
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turn against tnem. I did criticize the way they were
applying force., I did criticize the way they were using
UeSe—provided equlpmenty and I showed concern that they were
not making a transition to demccracy.

Senator Dodd: Colonely is that the end of your statement?

Colonel Stone: Yess Sire

Senator Doddé I thank you verys very muchgband that is a
compelling storye.

Unfortunately, lt is obviously not an isolated story. It
Is unifque in your case because of your relaﬁlonshlo with the .
PbF over the years,‘and the deportations obviouslyys but as
you are obviously aware from what you witnessed firsthand,
Panamantans do not have the luxury of being asked to leave
the country when they are caught in this situation; they are
treated in a far leés gentie ways obviously.

I wonder if I could just address some guestions to youy
Mre. Ambassadors and to yous Colonels as wells And Doctor,
feel free to jump in if you have soﬁe obsefvations quickliye

And if you have to leavey we will understand that as welld

Or. Cook-Deegans ' I will take off in just a few minutes,

Senator Dodd: Oney Mr. Ambassador and Colonely in light

of the recent events in Panamas do either of you still

believe that it would be possible to hold free elections in

Panama If General Norlega remains as Commander—in-Chief of

the Panamanian Defense Forces.
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Is that possibile?

Ambassador Jordens I think that with Noriega in charge
of the Defense ?orceSo a free election is totatly impossiblee.

Senator Dodds Do you agree with thats Colonel?

Colonel Stone: Yesy sir. 1 stated my belief to the
Ambassadér after the.experience I had on the 13th of
Sebtémber, that e;ections were not in the cards for 1989, .

Ambassador Jordeni Might I Just adds Mr. Chalrmany it
elections were held and Noriega were Iny even if they were
free; the Panamanian people would not believe they were free.

Senator Dodds: He'have been toild that fhere are elements
within the military who are receptive to democratic reformy
but that for the obvious reasons they are unwilling to Step
forward to be heard.

1 wonder if that Is still the case.

Colonels maybe this would be more correctly addressed to
youe

Did you see any change prior to your departure in a
ui!lfngness on the part of those elements that épparently
exist to begin to take matters in their own hands?

Colonel Stones I do not think I have seen that. 1 fhink
the Panama Defsnse Force iIs a rather cohesive organizatione.
The Panama Defense FOrcevis characterized by a very strong
chalﬁ of commande. It is characterized by strong orientation

and indoctrinat ion of people throughout the chain of
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command. They periodically hold meetings for different
officer groups In order to explain their positions and to
gain support to thelr positionse.

In thls kind of an atmospheresy it is very difficult for
one té become someone who might disagree with the party
lines And though I personally feel that there are peopley
aufully good people in the Panama Defense Force —— 1 means we
have characterized this organization pretty badly today -—-
there are some very outstanding people In that forces and
there Is no doubt in.my mind that there is concern on their
part for the repuiation that their Commandant and their force
is getting not only nationally but interna;ionaliy. But it
is hard for them to express that kind of a feelinge

So I have seen nothjng that would indicate to me
personally that there is dissente.

| Senator Dodd: Mr. Ambassador, have you been close enough
to the situatlon‘to coﬁmqnt on that? |

Ambassador Jordens Nos because the militéry forces in
Panama have changed significantly since I left,

I dd know that there are members of the Defense Forces
who are at least suspect in General Norlega's eyessy and tﬁose
individuals are under very close surveillancee.

Senator Dodd: All righte

Colonélo-you heard the Ambassador comment how important

it was for the United States to restate its commitmenty not
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that it necessarily needs to be restatedy but I think for the
purposes of being understood in Panama since General Noriega
is making such an issue of the fact that he believes this is
an effort to undermine the Panama Canal Treatiese.

Since he has tried to make that cases I and others have
suggested that we ought to at least be,willing to restaie the
princliple that we intend to live up to our international
obligationss In this case specifically the treaties.

Do you agreé that that is important for the United States

to be saylng at this Juncture?

Colonel Stones That is essential to be said at this

juncture because it is part of the party line that this is an

attempt by the U.S. government to destabilize them with the
goal of not living up to the treaty agfeement- So it is
exceptionally impoftaht to do that.

Senator Dodds Again for both of yous the Panamanian
peopie do not have a history'ofvviolenceo unlike man& of
their neighbors in the region3 in facty it is a history of
the absence of violence at alle Nor have they been what you
would ca}l aggreséive politically over the years. And yet we
see with the Crusades the Civic Crusadés many thought it was
merely golng to be sort of a one time events it might last a
few daysSs a wezks a couple of weeks maybes but that given the
absence of any history 6f political activism on the part of

the Panamantan peoples that this would propably not last very
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longe.

Obviousiy that has not been the case. It seems‘to be.
growing strongere.

How credible Is the Crusade in terms of its ability to
really put the kind of pressure on General Noriega to create
some change?

Ampassador Jordeni I think you are gquite right, Mr.
Chairman. What has happened in these last four months is

quite uniqgue In Panamanian history. God knows there have

" been demonstrat lons and rlots and all the rest of it in the

pasts but never I think have we séen this kind of sustaineds
regulars dally repetition of popular sentlmenty.feellng and

emotions and It is quite incredible to many peopies I must

say that when it started I had the fear that it would not>A

last and that people would get tirede.

But the fealings in Panama are so deep at this polnty and

they have llved under military rule for 19 years, and

everybodys espacially in dealing with the excesses of the
last four of five yearsy everyone is so fead up that I think
no one in Panana is going to be content until General Noriega
departs the scenee.

Senator Dodd: Let me ask yous toos two suggestions
made. One In the bill here has to do with the sugar quotay
and Ambassadors let me address thls to youe. I do not knowy

Colonely | f you were in the room when Senator Kennedy raised
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the issue of having these joint maneuvérs and the issue of
whether or not it made good sense to have the joint maneuvers
or not to have themy what the effect or impact would bee.

You could make a casey as he tried to point outs for them
or for not having theme. But the sugar quota thing, let me
address that firsty if I mays Mr. Ambassadore.

What would be the effect on the government of Panama? I
am told that the quota that the governments because of the
government's Involvement in the sugar industry so directly,

that toAreduce that gquota would have an immediate and direct

effect on the government as well ass obviouslys on some

private Individuals who are operatingy but unlike many other
places around the worlds this would have an immediate and
direct effect on the government.

Is that the case? How much of an effect would'if haves
and do you think It is a wise declsion?

Ambﬁssador Jorden: Wells I think it surely would have a

direct and Immediate effect on the govefnment in that the

President of the Republic is one of the biggest sugar

producers in Panama, and a qolleague-of his in the government
is the second biggest sugar producere. So there is no
duestion there will be an impact on the government.

In terms of the government®s finances and so ons It would

surely have an effect because they have been selling their

sugar far above world prices and reaping the benefitss and
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those beneflts in the Panamanian system are shared with the
hierarchy.,

So It would directly and immediately impact on the
ecConomy e

Senator Dodd: Colonely you may want to comment as well
on the effectiveness ofvthe Crusade. I did not give you a
chance to respond to thate

Colonel Stoned MWellsy I agree with what Ambassador Jorden
saide 1 ;nlnk the Crusade is a rather unique type of
movement, It is made up of a tremendous amount of

organization. It is a moral forcey, and it appears to me to

‘be nonstoppable.s I Jjust hope they stay in the same type of

actlvity that tﬁey are In right nowse a nonviolent activitys
because ] think they will win quicker in that kind of
strategye. |

Senator Dodd: Now would you comment on the question of
the advisability of joint maneuvers? |

Colonel Stone: This Is a very difticult item, it is
difficult because of the presence of SJQUTHCOM and a large
number of U.Se forces with families in Panama. General
Nérlega has fired a shot across the bow recently a couple of
times warning that he has a lot of cards. When he has
accused us of intervention recentlys when some Air Force
officers visited the U.S. Embassyy he I thought was teiling

the United States that I can make things very difficult for
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yous military people who are here in Panama.

There is a duality of Iife problem that has to be thought
about for UeSe familiess for Ue.Se personnel. Our people in
Panama shop in Panama Citys they must leave thelr military
bases to go to the commissary which is on another military
bases and things can be made a little bit ailfficult for them,
I thinke.

That §is a concerny but I might also say that it is my
observation and opinion thatvthe relationship petween the
Panama Defense Force and the U.S. military in Panama Is very
important to them. It not only provides credibility to them
locally, they use it fof credibilitys but it.provides
credibility for them internationally when they can show that
they are in a close relationship with the United States and
doing things such as exercises.

I think this Is very dangerous for us at this time. I
thinks It is my opinion that we should not be participating

in these exercises during this very critical perioa. If we
! .

were to participate in these exercisess I would not be

surprised to sze some members of fhe Crusada out in front of
the Embassye I think they'are seriousiy concerned about the
support of the United States to a continuation of Noriegé in
Panamae. |

Senator Dodds Thank you very muchs Colonel.

Senator Helms.
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Senator Heims: Mr, Chairmany thank you,‘sir.

Mr. Ambassadorsy let me get Into this business of the
question of if and how much money General Noriega has
received In the past and may be receiving now from the U.S.

government in the form of some payment from the United States

- government .

What do you know about that?
Ambassador Jordend I do not know anything about the

amounts or extent of money payments. I know that he has been

" closely assoclated with the United States for a long time.

Senator Helms: wWould you tell me what agency was paylng
him? |

Ambassador Jordenﬁ Welly as I say9‘I cannot testify that
he has been paid. He has had a close felationshia with the
Central Intelligence Agency for many years. As you and 1
knowsy the Agency in.operating abroad generally has close
contacts with the existing intelllgencé service in manys, many
countries. Panamas in this casey was General Noriega as far
as intetligence was concerned.

So It is no strange that there would be that
relationships out what the inner workings were and how much
money changed nandsy I really do not knowe I have no ideae.

Senator Helmss But you do know there was that
relationshipe.

Ambassador Jordens: Yessy I doe.
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Senator Helms: And the fair presumption is that he did
not do It for nothing.

Ambassador Jorden: That is a fair presumption I thinky

Senator. On the other hands inteliigence peoples as you

knows often operate on the basis of I will tell you something

if you tell me something. |
Senator Heims: Wellsy here is a man who is clearly, who

has been and stlil Is clearly on the make and clearly on the

takee I cannot get into classifled testimony that Senator

Dodd and I and others have heards but this has got to be one .

of the most corrupt fellows that I have even heard about.

Ambassador Jorden: In recent historye.

Senator Helmss Welly I will go back a little beyond that,

There is somé t;lk, not a whole lots particularly since
the Senate has acted so decisively about resuming some sort
of military and economic aid to Panama,‘suppose this were to
be done -~ and I promise yous Senator Doddsy that I will use
whatever parllamentary notions come to mina to prevent it if
it comes up iIn the Senéte suppose this should happens and aid
to Panama were resumed? What kind of signal would that send
to Noriega?

Ambassador Jordeni If aid were resumea?

Senator Helmss Yesy sSire.

Ambassador Jorden: Welly I think the signal would be

loud and clear that the United States had capltulated.
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Senator Helms: Was that a good leading question?

Ambassador Jordens: Yes.

Senator Helms: Well, Iet's‘talk about his relationship
with Mr. Castro. I remember when I first started disclosing
what I could lawfully and properly disclose that not only did
the Panamanian government controlled press in Panéma get on
my cases but so did a lot of the media up here. But tell me
what you know about the political ties and business dealings
with Castroe.

Ambassador Jordend I think I naQe to‘bolnt outs Senatore
thats you knows I feft Panama at the end of 1978. I have
retired from government. I am not reading the cables. And
when I was there he was the 6-2 of the Guardia Nacional. He
had clear contacts with Cubae. As a maiter of tacts he
performed a service for the United States in connection with
Cuba in getting an American out of Jjaile 350 =--

Senator Helms: He has referred to that many times.

Ambassador Jorden3d So it is only fair to cite that one
instance of cooperation as opposed to a long catalogue of
other more personal activitye.

Senator Helms: That is rightes There was that one act of
gal lantrye.

Ambassador Jordens: He did it because General Torrijos
toid him to do ite.

Senator Helms: Exactliye.
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Ampassador Jordens Loud and clears you know. It was not
any altruism or friendship for the Unlted States that brought
it on except in ihe sense that Torrijos was friendly to me
and to the United States and wanted to do something for us
and did it. And Noriega did what he was told.

Senator Helms: Let me ask you the same question that I
asked three Serators. Senator Cranstons by that times had
joined Senator Kennedy and Senator D'Amato.

Is there any doubt in your mind about the darug
traffilcking activities, and now I am asking both of you
gentlemens Is there any doubt in your mind about the drug
trafficking actlvltles and money lauhdering of General
Noriega?

Ambassador Jorden: There is no doubt in my minds Senator?

Senater Helms: Colonel?

Colonel. Stone:s 1 really do not think I could comment on
thaty Senator. In my activities with them I work;d very
close with thea at a tactical level for exercises that were
to iﬁpede drug trafficking along their coast. These were
exerclises with the U.S. Coast Guard.‘ So I reaily have no
information other than they were very helpful to me.

Senator Helms: All right.

Well, one guestion that needs to be moved to the front
burner a little bit in terms of our own interestss suppose

the PDF under Noriega continues and continues and continues.
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Then some real threat to the Panama Canal should occur, can
I

the PDF as now constituted under Noriegas can they protect

the Canai?

I guessy Colonels you would need to answer.

Colonel Stone: HWelly I think that is also difficult in

‘that we would have to define what protection is. I am not

sure that U.S. forces stationed in Panama can protect the
Canale I think that the Panama Defense Forces which lIss the
military side of it is a well trained force and they work
very hardes and they have the capability of providing the
limited kind of protection at the national leQel that we
could provides putting troops at vitai lnstaflatlonSg keeping
angry mobs away from installationslor the Canal. They can do
those kinds of things very effectively, I would thinke.

Ambassador Jordens Senators if I might just interjects

Senator Helmss3 Plgasé doe.

Ambassador Jorden: I recall two men wnovshoufd know that
subject quite 4eil. One s General TorrijJos and the other
was General George Browns the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, and both of them said the Panama Canal could not be
protected against a smally aggressives well organized
terrorist force.

“Senator Helmss Yes. And you knows we are losing sight
of that ball more and more here. We are focusing on other

thingse. But it is paramount in my own intereste.
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Last month or maybe earlier this monthy recentiys the PDF
detajned and rathé( brutaliy beat up ten military personnel.,

Do you know about that, Colonel?

Colonel Stoned Yesy sire

Senator Helmsd Did the United States send a protesiy
ofticial or otherwises do you know?

Colonel Stones I believe that occurreds sir. I was out
of tﬁe Embassy at the timey thought, bﬁt I was under the

impression that occurred,

Senator Helms: Do you happen to know anything about that?}

Ambassador Jordens I do not knowe.

Senator Helmss Mro. Chairmans I have only one.other
questione I am sorry Dre Cook=-Deegan had to leave.

Incldentallys let me say right now that all three of
these gentliemen have béén very helpful to @e. The testimony
has been superbs and I personally appreciate your giving the
time to come.

Or. Cook=Deegan was describing tuo-llttle girls who were
shots and 1 wanted to ask him a question, were the police
provoked by these children? th did they pick them out to
shoot?

Do you knos# anything aoout the case?

Colonel Stoned Nos sirs I do not.

Ambassador Jorden: Nos siry I do not.

Senator Helmss I am very sensitivee. I have a couple of
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granddaughterss and I know you translate into how you wouid
feel about their being treated like thate.

But the question has been suggested to mes and I think it
is a good oney It General Noriega were to step down or be
forced outs what woulds in your judgments now == I ask both
of you this question -- would be a reasonable timetable for
conducting frez and open elections in Pénama?

Ambassador Jordens Wellsy that is a questions Senator,
that of course the Panamanians would have to answer.

Senator Helms: Rlight. |

Ambassador Jordeni I have talked to many of them about
thaty you knowy how long it would take, The thing is that
there is an Augean stabie as regards the electoral process
that needs to pe cleaned out here. They would have to get a
new electoral tribunal because the present one is loaded with
Noriega cronies.

Their best estimates talking now about the Paﬁamanian
politliclians who know most about Ity is that it would take
about a yeare.

Senator Helms$ About a year.

Ambassador Jordeni Yes;

Senator Helmss Here Is a question you can answer.

Supposing such an election weré ultimately to occurs and
I hope It wills would you be willlng to assist in serving as

an impartial international observer at those elections?
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Ambassador Jordens I certainly would.

Senator Helms: We will recommend youe.

Gentlemens thank you very.much.

Mr. Chairmans thank youe.

Senator Dodds I Jjust have one more question for the
Colonel. |

Juét, you were talking about your feelings as someone who
had worked so closely in military trainfng, and [ do noi
recall you belng before this committee, but I am sure had you
been asked a few years agos yod would have been here and been
petitioning or strongry recommending that we provide
additional military assistances and yet I had this sénse
while you were talking about your own personal experiencey
your sense of chagrin seeing people and equ ipment that you
had helped provide and helped train being used in an abuslive
waye

It Is a constanty it Is a growing probilem. Jﬁst this
years for instancey I supportea police iraining funds for EI
Ssalvador. For year that had not been dones and because I
felt you have to try. The absence of it almost has a
predictable responSe. So you keep at it. But yet it is a
conStant cry we get all the time that this kind of tréining,
this kind of assistances and then you turn around and you see
the very forces'that you were working wlth use our own

eaquipment and 2ngage in tactics for which we are in no small
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measure responsible,

How do you account for thi;, or can you? What are your
own suggestions in thils regard? |

Coionel Stone: Welly as I looked at my Panama
experienceys, I was counting on going the whole long run to the

year 2000 to be able to have a long time to try to‘change

behavioral habitss and I think that is one of the probleas we

‘have. We train and equip and we make them better at being a

soidier or a sailor or an alrman and uorking with our
equipment, but we do not do well in changing their'behavior”
and changing their attitudess and this is a very difficult
things We found this in our experience with Nicaragua and
with Somozas and we tralned so many of his troops for so many
yearses But the institutions that theyfreturn to are verys
very strong and regimenteds and have their valuesy and if
they do not fall into those valuesy it is very difficult for
them in terms of advancement in their organizatioﬁ.

So this is an extremely difficult question, Senators and
I have thought about it an awful lot over the years, and I
must admit that I have not resqlved thise I sometimes think
that the experience of the military in the Philippines might
be worth documenting to see how these groups of reformers
tended to forme I know we did a loi of Wwest Pointers out of
the Philippinessy sent a lot of people to West Points and that

may be -—-—
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Senator Dodd: Such as General Ramose.

Colonel Stones Yess and that may be a way to effect
these kinds of behavioral’changes over a long period. But in
the short term it is highly impossible.

Senator Dodd: Welly I appreciate your reéponse, and

there is not really a simple answer to ity but I was struck

. by your own comment earlier as you said you watched those

things occurringe.

welly, first I want to thank my colleague Senator Helms
for staying heree. I knou that he is deeply interested in
this subject»vubvlously. "It is always a pleasure to work
gith him; Ne‘spend a lot of time oisagreeings but we also
spend a lot of time agreeing on thingss more times than
people thinks I suspect. |

We are gréteful to both of you and to Ur. Cook-Deegan as
welly and maybe we wilf submit some guestions to Or.
Cook—-Deegan.

Senator Helms: May I ask Just one final question of thé
Colonei?

Senator Dodds Certainly.

Senator Helms3s This is ﬁersonal.

Have you made any Jjudgment ébout whether you are golng to
bring your family to the United States?

Colonel Stone: I have some very Iimportant decisions to

make in the near futuree Senators and I am not sure what
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thosé decisions are going to be.

Senator Helmss$ Okaye

All 1 was going to say is if you decide to bring them
heres if you nzed any helpy let us knowe

Colonel Stones Yesy sire Thank you very muchy sire

Senator Heims: ~You are welcome.

And £hank yous Mre. Chairman,

Senator Dodds Thank you.

Senator Helmss I would like for the Director of the

" National Civic Crusade not to scoot out the doore 1 would

like to say hello agéin ana to shake handss and if you woulgd
just sort of come forward as we adjourn herey i would
appreciate it.

Senator Dodd: Thank you both very‘much agalne.

This subcoamlttee stands adjournede.

(Whereupons at 4318 p.m;g the subcommittee adjourneda)
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